
of fact, faith is a work (Jn. 6:29). We must believe to the degree of 

obedience to be saved. How can they say “we believe God”? God’s 

word says we will be saved by meeting certain criteria. They disre-

gard these conditions, claim to be saved anyway, and profess that 

they are believing in God!  

 James uses “faith” as passive belief in his epistle. He tells us 

this “faith” being without works is useless (James 2:14-26). We can 

only be saved if our faith is strong enough to move us into obedi-

ence. True faith trusts what God says. If I repent and am baptized I 

will be saved (Acts 2:38). If I believe and am baptized I will be 

saved (Mark 16:16). This is what God says. His salvation is not ob-

tained without meeting the required conditions. Believe Him! 

 Men like distinctions that do not exist: Saved by faith but 

not works, following the Gospel but not the doctrine, God saves but 

man does not need to do anything, sincerity in heart but not action, 

believe in God but not what He says, we are saved but not Chris-

tians, I am a Christian but not a church member, in the kingdom but 

not the church, born again but not baptized, I’m all of type “A” per-

sonality and none of “B”… 

 We can be dominant in one trait over another, but that does 

not mean the other trait does not exist. Most people are right hand-

ed, but they would not say they do not need their left. Both parents 

may have brown eyes, but their child has blue. We may prefer to 

spend most of our time in solitude, but occasionally we enjoy a par-

ty. We are “a little bit country and a little bit rock ‘n roll”. We are 

not all one thing and none of the other. Even macho cowboys can 

get in touch with a feminine side.  

 These major and minor characteristics help us to identify 

with others who are not predominantly like us. We can tolerate, for-

bear, and excuse because we can understand those who are different 

from us. The Gospel is for all. “A”s and “B”s can be saved. 
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Pharaoh did 

not know 

God.         

Do you? 

         Announcements      

     The Roberts are in Ohio this week 

for a Gospel meeting. Therefore the 

announcements will not be the most 

current. Braden will be preaching both 

lessons at Mooresville.  

    Our annual singing will be at 7:00 

on May 31.  

    The parable books are on the back 

desk in the auditorium.  

     Remember those who are dealing 

with cancer: Jill, Julie, and Shelby’s 

daughter.  

     Also keep Jerry in your prayers. He 

is recovering from a stroke and needs 

to limit himself in his activities. 

    Dusty, Chelsea, and Johnny will be 

going to Danville for at least a few 

months beginning in June. May sure 

you let them know how much we all 

appreciate them. 

   Sign up to read the Bible to Lucille. 

     



        A Compilation of “A” and “B”     
Ron Roberts  

 Frequently you will see “personality tests” in magazines or on 

line. You can answer a few questions to determine if you are more like 

Thor or the Hulk. The tests may be fun, but they should not be taken too 

seriously. They tend to draw distinct lines for our personality when we 

are actually a combination of many types. We may be a little bit like 

Dumbo and a little bit like Grumpy. On certain days or in certain situa-

tions we may behave more like the Wicked Witch of the West. We are 

all a compilation and not an exact replica of any type. 

 A popular personality distinction that is made is Type “A” and 

“B”. The type “A” personality likes to identify themselves as such. They 

are busy, aggressive, and outgoing. They seek to influence change in the 

world. These are good things, and so the person likes to label himself as 

having a “Type A” personality. 

 The “B” person is not as anxious to declare himself. He is more 

relaxed, less involved in work, and more interested in observation than 

activity. He does not seek to change the world because he notices the 

many things about the world that are unchangeable.  

 The “A”s can be perfectionists. They are never satisfied with 

themselves, their efforts, and others. They are never done working. They 

always notice something else that should be fixed or improved upon. For 

the most part their life can be quite stressful. 

 The “B”s are more passive. They are often satisfied. A frequent 

phrase you hear from them is “good enough”. Although they have little 

stress in their lives, they are not admired by others. People are drawn to 

the success story of the hard working “A”s. The “B” may do good for 

his own health, but he is not aiding society for the most part.                             

 There are not many purebred “A”s or “B”s. An upcoming execu-

tive might be all “A”. A retiree might be all “B”. But in reality, most of 

us have a little bit of both. 
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proach them with the Gospel because we know they can change from a 

sinner to a saint. We have witnessed repentance. We were converted 

ourselves. However, the perfectionist demands too much change  too 

quickly in themselves and others. They expect members to be flawless. 

They never see men who are good enough to be elders. They are never 

satisfied with sermons, classes, or preachers. They do not understand 

why anyone could sin after being converted. They need to realize we are 

all works in progress. Jesus is perfect. The word of God is also. But no 

Christian, congregation, or lesson is perfect.

 

If he just had more time or less distractions he could perfect the congre-

gation. He could rid the world of sin. He could understand all that the 
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 As Christians, we should not be perfectionists nor should we be 

pacifists. We should see that the people in the world can change. We ap-

proach them with the Gospel because we know they can change from a 

sinner to a saint. We have witnessed repentance. We were converted 

ourselves. However, the perfectionist demands too much change  too 

quickly in themselves and others. They expect members to be flawless. 

They never see men who are good enough to be elders. They are never 

satisfied with sermons, classes, or preachers. They do not understand 

why anyone could sin after being converted. They need to realize we are 

all works in progress. Jesus is perfect. The word of God is also. But no 

Christian, congregation, or lesson is perfect. 

 A problem with the “A” type is he thinks he can do it all himself. 

If he just had more time or less distractions he could perfect the congre-

gation. He could rid the world of sin. He could understand all that the 

Bible teaches.  The Type “B” leans more toward letting God do all 

things. God will fix all the problems with no input from us. 

 Of course the truth is God has done much for us, but He also re-

quires something from us. He gave us the written word, but we are sup-

posed to share it with others. He has given us the forgiveness of sins, but 

only after we have repented and been baptized. He gave His Son as the 

perfect example, but we must work diligently to imitate His example.  

 Our religious world seeks to make it all one or the other. Either 

God does it all through grace, or man does it all through works. Neither 

is true. God’s grace makes salvation possible, but it is only obtained by 

those who are obedient to the Gospel. Romans 1:16 says, “For I am not 

ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salva-

tion to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

God’s power saves. He is involved, but He does not save everyone. The 

Gospel saves those who believe. 

 Our denominational friends are willing to accept belief is needed, 

but only if it is defined as a passive response to the Gospel. We have all 

heard the argument that we are saved by faith and not by works. In point 

   

  


