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 As a child we used to refer to ourselves as three different 
people. We might say, "I only care about three people," or "I 
talked to the three best experts." Then we would say, "me, 
myself, and I." It was a silly idea, but there are other ways of 
looking at the three of us that are not so childish.  

 Freud used to refer to the id, ego, and super ego. I do not 
recall the meaning of them, but the concept was there is more 
than one being in each of us. Some say there is the person others 
see (reputation), the person you believe you are (self image), 
and the person God knows you truly are (character). 

 The Scriptures refer to three parts of the Godhead. We are 
not so distinct, but we sometimes behave like we have more than 
one person in us. We have different characteristics that 
sometimes disagree with each other. The three features are          
what we do, what we say, and how we think. 

 Eccl 12:14 concludes the writings of Solomon by saying, 
"For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil." We will be 
judged for our works (2 Cor. 5:10), but also for secret things that 
are known by God even if we hide them from others and deceive 
ourselves about them. 

 1 Tim 5:24-25 says, "Some men's sins are open 
beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they follow 
after. Likewise also the good works of some are manifest 
beforehand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid." 

 Some deeds in life are obvious to men, but others are 
concealed from them. God will judge us for the secrets as well  

 

 

as the obvious. The good and the bad, the secret and the visible 
are all open to God. 

 Heb 4:12-13 says, "For the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his 
sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do." 

 The various attributes of our life are crucial when we 
consider repentance. There are men who say they repent, but then 
they continue doing the works of the flesh. There are others who 
stop doing evil works, but their tongues never fall in line.  

 John the Baptist referred to "fruits of repentance" in Matt. 
3:8. Fruits are the product that is produced from repentance. 
Repentance itself is a change of mind. This new way of thinking 
produces different works and words in our lives. 

 The problem many have with changing their lives in 
service to Christ is that their change is completely external. They 
stop stealing, cussing, fighting, and drinking for a while. They 
attend some worship services for a period. But because their 
mind is not changed and their thoughts are not pure it does not 
take long for the mind to win the tug-o-war that is going on in 
their lives.. The mind brings the words and the works back to 
sinfulness. These people are trying to produce the fruits of 
repentance without actually repenting. 

  This is not to say doing good works consistently will 
never bring about a change in thinking. Developing good habits 



with the body may bring about good feelings and an eventual 
change within the mind. 

 David refers to enemies who bless with their mouth, but 
curse inwardly (Ps. 62:4). Because a person says good things it 
does not mean he is genuine in his feelings toward us. The 
hypocrite will usually be conflicted in his words and thoughts. 
He will flatter with the tongue but hate with the heart. 

 Sometimes the duplicity is in the words and the works. A 
man may stand by our side at any given task. He may help with 
the load, give us a hand, or worship with us. However, when he is 
not near us he will tell another how much he hated it. He may 
complain how he was trapped into working or worshipping 
alongside of us. He reveals himself to be one person to us and 
another man to someone else.  

 The true Christian must strive for consistency in all parts 
of his life. This is not easy. People will irritate  us and we will 
want to say something hurtful to them. This is the thought in our 
head. We may restrain our tongue from expressing what we are 
feeling, and feel good about our self control. But should we? We 
are right to not say something nasty, but should we commend 
ourselves for thinking ill thoughts just because we do not  say 
them or act upon them?  

 There are times our tongues should stay silent until we 
can get our mind in the proper frame of thinking. Many sins of 
the tongue are spontaneous outbursts without letting our minds 
regulate them. If your mind is hating someone do not let your 
tongue or works join it just to avoid hypocrisy. Instead, get your 
mind repaired so your words and works and thoughts can all be 
consistently good together. 

 Who do I want to see get to heaven? Me, myself, and I.    
I would like to see all of you there as well. 

   

 


