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 “Steward” is not a term we usually use in today’s 

vocabulary. About 25 years ago female flight attendants were 

called stewardesses. This was the last time I remember using 

the word outside of Bible applications. The concept is all 

around us even though the term in not. 

 Stewardship consists of four elements that remain 

consistent as long as the earth stands. There is a master, a 

servant, some property, and some required production. 

 The master is the person who owns the servants and 

various other commodities. He owns the home, the vineyard or 

some other business. The reason stewardship remains 

consistent is that God is our Master, and He owns everything. 

 Ps 50:8-10 says “I do not rebuke you for your 

sacrifices or your burnt offerings, which are ever before me.    

I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from your 

pens, for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a 

thousand hills.” NIV 

Israel did not offer sacrifices to God because He was 

lacking something. He owns it all and controls it all. The 

animals in their stalls belonged to God. They were offered at 

His command, but they were not needed by Him. 

The servant belongs to the master. When he is 

entrusted with the master’s property he becomes a steward. We 

have all been blessed with physical things from God. The 

Christian sees them as temporary tools that are used to honor 

his Master. Alien sinners also receive these blessings and have 

the same responsibilities, but they see the physical items as 

things belonging to them. They live their lives without 

recognizing there is something beyond this place. 

 The property that the master owns is given to the 

steward to use. This is true of our life, our planet, our health, 

our family, our job, our mind, our body, and so much more. 

God created us and the environment in which we live. Many 

politicians and scientists claim the planet is being destroyed 

though climate change that we have caused. They call for 

money and changes in our lives to save the earth. In all this 

discussion I have never heard one of them say the planet is a 

gift from God that we are responsible to use properly. I do not 

believe in global warming science, but if it were true it would 

illustrate our point. God owns the earth and everything in it. 

We are entrusted with it for our life time. We can ruin it or use 

it properly. We only get one chance at it. 

 The production refers to the results we bring to the 

Master with the property He has entrusted to us. The things we 

receive in this life are not for us to abuse, neglect, or use to 

profit ourselves alone. God expects us to serve Him with what 

we have been given. The parable of the talents consists of three 

servants who were given talents (money) by their master. Upon 

his return he expected his stewards to have increased his 

money. The servants given five and two talents did what was 

expected of them and were rewarded. The one talent man gave 

back the original amount of money with no additional produce. 

He was condemned as wicked and slothful (Matt. 25:14-30). 

 It insults God’s righteousness when we think we own 

what is in our possession, can use it as we please, and that there 

will be no accountability for our actions. The whole duty of 

man is to fear God and keep His commandments (Eccl. 12:13-

14). How could we ever get so far away from our Creator that 

we see this fleshy life as all there is? 



The Wealth of Experience                 

Ron Roberts 

       In Bible times people honored the elderly. One reason for 

this was their wisdom. The older person had learned a great 

deal through his life experiences that he could share with the 

next generation. One who failed to respect his elders was 

Rehoboam. He did not heed their advice even though they 

stood in Solomon’s court. This led to a divide in the nation of 

Israel (1Kings12:1-17). Titus 2:3-5 tells us older women are to 

teach younger ones how to be good wives and mothers. These 

women who have successfully run their homes should have a 

great deal of information to aid the young wives. 

 However, there is a caution we must add to the wealth 

of experience. Experience is not equal to the wisdom of God. 

What we learn by living life does not compare to what we learn 

from the Bible. What we think we know through hard knocks 

does not measure up to what we can really know through the 

Bible. A person who is older is not always wiser. Prov 16:31 

says, “The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the 

way of righteousness.” The hoary head is gray hair. It is a 

crown of glory providing the person has lived a life of 

righteousness. Not all experience is good. Not all experience is 

beneficial for the person who lived it or for the people he wants 

to teach. 

 A life spent in learning and doing God’s word produces 

experiences that are worthy of sharing. Even errors that led to 

repentance can be worth sharing. What we need to remember is 

that experience alone has no authority. The wisdom we seek 

above all is the wisdom that comes from above (James 3:13-

18). The generation that had this wisdom before us can help us, 

but only as far as they are consistent with the word of God. The 

Bible is the ultimate source of knowledge. 

 

 


