
 The promise of living long and life being well is lost to 

many young people. They listen to peers, celebrities, and other self 

serving talkers instead of their parents. They do not value the father 

or mother who gave them birth and provided for them for years. 

 I believe a child’s first impression of God comes from his 

father. God refers to Himself as Father. If a dad is weak, selfish, or 

negligent toward his wife or children; then the child will develop a 

poor image of God in the future. If the father is strong, clear, and 

loving; then the child can learn early to respect God. However, if 

Mother goes behind Dad’s back; then the child will think God’s 

commands are not as absolute as they first appeared. 

 The home was God’s first great institution. It was followed 

by government. The third was the church of Christ. God declared it 

was not good for man to be alone in the Garden of Eden. He made 

woman and established marriage. In time children were born, and 

the model home was created.  

 If the child does not learn to honor his father in this first 

great institution (home) then he will likely not honor the laws of the 

land imposed by the second one (government). He will not see the 

need to observe the spiritual laws in connection with the third one 

(church). Respect needs to be established and it should happen as 

early as possible. 

 Honoring your father once a year with a meal or a gift will 

not fulfill God’s requirement. You need to value the man every day. 

He is not perfect. He is not reverenced because he deserves it. He is 

honored because God commanded it. For some of us it is easy to 

love and honor our fathers. For others, it runs completely contrary 

to our natural feelings. Dad divorced Mom. Dad was never around 

when I was growing up. Dad is just weird. It does not matter. Honor 

you father every day. Do something special today if you like, but 

his value should be appreciated all year long. 
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Honor thy   

father and 

thy mother:     

Eph. 6:2 

         Announcements  

     We had good participation in last 

week’s teachers’ meeting. Thank you 

to all who attended and volunteered to 

take teaching slots. We still need a 

male teacher or two to take the July 

and August session. You can sign up 

on the sheet and take a topics list from 

the board. See the elders if you have 

any questions.     

   Dewey is now in room 20 at Millers.  

    Julie Galyan has begun radiation 

treatments. Keep her in your prayers. 

    Pray also for Jill and Shelby’s 

daughter. 

   Marcia Bartle is in an assisted living 

home in Greenwood.  

    Sign up to read to Lucille. 

    Glenda will be in Florida with her 

daughter for a month or more. 

    Braden is getting better. He is not 

well enough to preach tonight. 

      



Happy Father’s Day                                  
Ron Roberts 

 It is difficult for me to write about honoring fathers. First, I did 

not have a father. He left home when I was one year old, and I never 

heard from him after that. So, I grew up not honoring Dad. Second, I am 

a father and grandfather. It seems kind of self serving to tell people to 

honor a group of men to which you belong. A third thing that makes it 

tough is that we are supposed to be honoring our heavenly Father rather 

than men on the first day of the week. Therefore we should not change 

our worship assemblies into something that distracts from God’s good-

ness to focus on men, women, or children. That being said, let us look at 

a few facts about “Father’s Day” in our country. 

 The first Father’s Day observed was by Mrs. Sonora Smart Dodd. 

Her dad had reared 6 children alone. In 1909 Mrs. Dodd heard a Mother’s Day 

sermon.  In her situation you can see why she thought her father should receive 

some type of notice. So, on June 19, 1910 she celebrated the first Father’s Day. 

 In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson made it an annual event. In 1924 

President Calvin Coolidge made it a national event. Lyndon Johnson set it on 

the calendar as the third Sunday in June in 1966. Richard Nixon signed it into 

law making it a permanent part of our year in 1972. 

 Without a doubt fathers are to be honored. It should not be reserved for 

once a year. It should not be practiced by gift giving, card sending, or giving 

recognition to a man who is ignored 364 days a year. It is hypocritical to tell a 

man you never talk to how much you respect him by giving him a necktie!  

 Ephesians 6:1-3 says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for 

this is right. Honour thy father and thy mother; (which is the first command-

ment with promise;) That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long 

on the earth.” 

 Honoring parents is a command in the Old Testament as well as in the 

New. The term “honor” means to “value”. We reverence our parents in obedi-

ence to God’s law. For most of us this appreciation comes naturally as we ma-

ture. We observe their sacrifices to benefit us and we love them dearly for it.  

 

in Israel (Deut. 21:18

command to obey parents. Of course, most of Israel did not treat the 

commandment with similar regard. We know this by seeing the example 

of Eli

executed by the nation.

 

fers to the ten commandments. The one that tells us to honor parents also 

tells us it will be good for us to do so. How many children have become 

good adults, successful people, and faithful Christians because they 

prized their parents and their example? Of course, this supposes that the 

parents are teaching the children to follow God.

 

and despise not thy mother when she is old.

parents when they are small. But as they grow in age and size things 

change. They are too big to spank. They cannot be restricted by force. 

They have not learned to honor their parents or their wishes. They are 

embarrassed by their parents in the teenage years and totally reject them 

when they graduate. If parents cannot give you money, cook your food, 

or clean up after you; what good are they seems to be their view.

 

father, and doth not bless their mother. There is a generation that are 

pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from filthiness

This is the result of parents

respond to discipline. The generation Solomon refers to has clearly 

skewed values. They do not see their filthiness. They have found a per-

spective that makes them think they are pure. We may understand some-

one cursing their father, as he is the disciplinarian. But how could any-

one with proper values not bless their mother? I suspect each of us have 

seen such people in every generation. The leather jacket group of the 

50’

70’

 

 

 In the Old Testament a rebellious child would be stoned to death 

in Israel (Deut. 21:18-21). This shows God’s seriousness toward the 

command to obey parents. Of course, most of Israel did not treat the 

commandment with similar regard. We know this by seeing the example 

of Eli’s, David’s, and Samuel’s sons.  None of these sinful sons were 

executed by the nation. 

 Paul reminds us this commandment came with a promise. He re-

fers to the ten commandments. The one that tells us to honor parents also 

tells us it will be good for us to do so. How many children have become 

good adults, successful people, and faithful Christians because they 

prized their parents and their example? Of course, this supposes that the 

parents are teaching the children to follow God. 

 Proverbs 23:22 says, “Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, 

and despise not thy mother when she is old.” Many children obey their 

parents when they are small. But as they grow in age and size things 

change. They are too big to spank. They cannot be restricted by force. 

They have not learned to honor their parents or their wishes. They are 

embarrassed by their parents in the teenage years and totally reject them 

when they graduate. If parents cannot give you money, cook your food, 

or clean up after you; what good are they seems to be their view. 

 Proverbs 30 records, “ There is a generation that curseth their 

father, and doth not bless their mother. There is a generation that are 

pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from filthiness” (11-12). 

This is the result of parents’ failure to discipline or children’s failure to 

respond to discipline. The generation Solomon refers to has clearly 

skewed values. They do not see their filthiness. They have found a per-

spective that makes them think they are pure. We may understand some-

one cursing their father, as he is the disciplinarian. But how could any-

one with proper values not bless their mother? I suspect each of us have 

seen such people in every generation. The leather jacket group of the 

50’s, the long haired guys from the 60’s, or the outlandish dressers of the 

70’s all fit the description. 

 


