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 Wherever I’ve been I have been asked to preach on 
attendance problems. There are generally two questions in the 
minds of those who make the request. "Who and When". They 
are concerned about those who do not attend when the rest of us 
assemble together. These questions are good, but there are some 
other questions that need to be considered as well. Why are they 
not here?  Where are they instead of being here? What are they 
doing that is more important to them than worshipping in 
obedience to God (Heb. 10:25)?  
 Perhaps the most important question is how. How 
sincerely do they worship when they are here if they find it so 
easy to forsake? How beneficial are the assemblies to them if 
they prefer to miss so many of them? How do they justify their 
absence and the discouragement they bring upon the other saints? 
How is it they are not bothered by their disobedience? 
 Perhaps the answers to these how questions would answer 
the who, when, why, where, and what questions. Most of us 
preachers do not suffer with delusions of grandeur. We do not 
believe the members' attendance will become perfect after we 
have addressed the subject. If our members were not impressed 
with what Jesus did for them how could they be impressed by 
what a preacher says or writes. But we need to try to discourage 
all types of sins and so we preach on attendance problems.   
 There are three types of attendance problems I have 
noticed through the years. The first one is Sporadic Attendance. 
You never know when these members are going to show up. 
They are early, then late, then absent. They miss four services in 
a row, then attend two, then miss three. Would you classify such 
a Christian as faithful? In 2 Cor 13:5 Paul calls on us to make an 
honest evaluation of ourselves. Examine yourselves, whether ye 
be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own 
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? 
 Suppose you had an alarm clock that went off irregularly. 
One night it went off at midnight. The next morning it did not go 
off at all. Once in a while it woke you up at 6:00 a.m. like it was 
set to do. But the pattern is unpredictable. It is unreliable. 

  
 
 
 
 How valuable would you consider a car that started 
sometimes? It usually starts when the sun is shining but not often 
when it is raining. It generally starts in the garage in the morning 
but seldom in the parking lot after work. How long would you 
keep such an automobile? 
 Would you be concerned if your spouse came home two 
or three nights a month? Would you question her faithfulness? 
Why do we expect God to consider us faithful when we fail to 
worship Him three out of four Sundays a month?          
 Cyclical Attendance is another problem. This refers to 
members who will consistently miss during a certain season. 
They may spend all summer weekends at their lake property. 
They are camping, fishing, and boating during the warm weather 
months. Perhaps they will  miss during the holidays as they 
volunteer for overtime at their retail job during every Christmas 
shopping season. I knew one brother who missed services for 
months while he was working on his thesis for his college degree. 
His attendance was fine after he completed his paper. 
 It appears these individuals need to examine their 
priorities and the idols that they have put ahead of God for a 
certain season. Jesus said in Matt 6:33 "...seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness;... " 
 A final type of problem is Limited Attendance. This is 
usually Sunday morning only worship. These members are 
content with missing Bible class before worship and not returning 
in the evening or on Wednesday. They believe they are faithful 
because they show up once a week for one hour consistently. 
They will not attend Gospel meetings, special studies, or any 
personal work efforts. They are Sunday morning Christians. They 
feel the A.M. service is all that is required of them. I guess they 
do not want to overdo their faith. They want to stop with the least 
they can get by with.  
 Some feel the morning service is commanded and all 
other efforts are optional. I wonder why they choose not to 
exercise these options? Some come from denominations that 
never had but one service and do not wish to alter their habit.    



 Without a doubt there are other measurements for 
faithfulness besides attendance. I do not wish to imply that all 
regular "church goers" are going to heaven.  Consistency in 
attendance does not insure faithfulness in other aspects of the 
Christian's walk. A saint may come to services to impress a girl, 
to get an invitation to lunch, or to argue with the class teacher. 
His presence does not insure his faithfulness. However, Lk. 16:10 
tells us, "He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in 
much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much." 
 When a saint cannot get to services can we count on him 
for anything else? Assembling with the saints is one of the easiest 
things we do. Could I be expected to teach the lost, stand up to 
false teachers, and abstain from worldly lusts if I cannot even get 
myself to the assembly? Could I exercise self control in all other 
areas of my life and just not have the discipline to attend? Pretty 
unlikely. Actually attendance problems are often the first warning 
sign that a member is drifting from the faith.   
 I read an article years ago about a farmer who got pinned 
under his tractor one Wednesday evening. Being a faithful 
member of the church with consistent attendance caused  several 
members to stop by his house and see what was wrong. They 
saved his life. But what would have happened if he was an A.M. 
only attendee? He would have remained under the tractor for 
three days! What if he was cyclical and never came to services 
during harvest? He could have remained pinned for three months! 
What if he was sporadic in his attendance? Would anyone suspect 
anything? Would they wait for him to show up eventually 
without ever checking on him? His pattern of behavior led to 
their investigation and his rescue. What is your pattern? 
 Are you one who does not attend when we have worship 
services? Why are you absent? What is more important than 
God? Where are you spending your time when you should be 
worshipping? How do you expect to get to heaven to be with God 
when you have chosen to not be with Him on earth?  
 Heb 10:23-25 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 
without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) And let us 
consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the 
more, as ye see the day approaching.  

 


