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 The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the nation of Judah at a 

time when God was planning to destroy the city of Jerusalem by 

the Babylonians. Jer 26:2-3 records: Thus saith the LORD; Stand 

in the court of the LORD's house, and speak unto all the cities of 

Judah, which come to worship in the LORD's house, all the 

words that I command thee to speak unto them; diminish not a 

word:  If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his 

evil way, that I may repent me of the evil, which I purpose to do 

unto them because of the evil of their doings. 

 As a preacher, Jeremiah had the responsibility to teach the 

people who came to the temple. If he accurately taught what God 

said, and the people obeyed his message, then the destruction of 

Jerusalem could be deterred. However, if Jeremiah diminished a 

word from God's message then it would not be God's message 

anymore. The Jews' obedience to what Jeremiah misquoted 

would not save them from destruction. 

 Before the nation of Israel entered the Promise Land 

Moses spoke God's word to them. Deut 4:1-2 says, "Now 

therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the 

judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, 

and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your 

fathers giveth you.  Ye shall not add unto the word which I 

command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye 

may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I 

command you." 

 The promise of success in taking the land was based on 

obedience to God's word. If Moses added or took away from the 

word, it would no longer be God's message. Obedience to Moses' 

alteration would not bring success in the land of Canaan.        

 

 

 The command is repeated in Deut 12:32. What thing 

soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add 

thereto, nor diminish from it. 

 The Hebrew word for diminish is gara`. It literally means 

to scrape off, and by implication it means to shave, remove, 

lessen, withhold. In the King James Version it is also translated 

clip, keep back, restrain, make small, withdraw (and a few other 

terms). Simply put, it is not giving all of the information. 

 In Acts 20:27 Paul told the elders of Ephesus, " For I 

have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God." 

The Apostle did not diminish from the doctrine of Christ. All of 

the Gospel was preached accurately. If people obeyed what Paul 

said they would be saved from their sins and be on their way to 

heaven. They would be reconciled with God through Christ. 

 To avoid the destruction of Jerusalem, to conquer the land 

of Canaan, or to remove their sins; the audience who heard the 

preaching needed to hear all of God's instructions. Without 

disclosing the whole message to the hearers they would have no 

opportunity to avoid the problems or obtain the prizes. They 

needed to hear God's word and obey that. 

 Such an obvious truth makes us wonder why anyone 

would diminish from the message. Obedience to a reduced 

Gospel would save no one. Why would someone willingly teach 

a message that denied the hearers a chance at salvation? 

 Paul wrote the Galatians with deep concerns because they 

had been taught an inferior version of the Gospel. Some of them 

were following the error and would lose their souls without 

repentance. The speakers would be cursed as well. 



 Gal 1:6-9: I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him 

that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 

Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and 

would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel 

from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which 

we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said 

before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel 

unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. 

 Men perverted the Gospel and troubled the church with 

their false message. Why would they do something that would 

lead to their own destruction as well as that of their hearers? 

 The answers can be seen all around us. First men do not 

want to hear all the truth. There are things God requires that they 

do not want to do. Secondly, there are men who are willing to 

cater to these people. They seek to please men and do so by 

reducing the teachings of the word. The popularity of these errors 

can be seen in all the crowded parking lots of our denominations. 

Ultimately, these people want to feel religious and believe they 

are saved without paying the price of complete obedience to the 

Gospel of Christ. The real heaven, the real God, and the real 

Gospel are not as valuable to them as their imagined faith and 

fantasy church.  

 Paul foretold this would come in his warning to Timothy. 

2 Tim 4:2-4 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For 

the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 

after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 

having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the 

truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

 The time has come. Men want to have their ears tickled 

and heaps of ticklers can easily be found. May the true church 

never be drawn away from God's truth to man's fairy tales. Amen 

 

 


