
Do Thy Diligence 
 The phrase, “do thy diligence” comes from the Greek 

word, spoudazo. According to Strong’s it means to use speed, to 

make effort, be prompt or earnest. It is translated diligence, en-

deavor, labor, and study (Eph. 4:3, 2 Tim. 2:15, Heb. 4:11). In 2 

Timothy 4 Paul uses the phrase twice as he urges Timothy to 

come to him before his execution. Peter uses a form of the term 

four times in his final letter (2 Peter 1:5, 10, 15, and 3:14).  

 If Peter and Paul’s final words were to urge diligence, 

then we ought to consider doing so. I am afraid we have become 

too comfortable in life. We do not want to push ourselves, to ex-

ert too much energy, to sweat. We want to be comfortable, con-

soled, and caressed. A preacher who urges diligence will likely 

be shown the door in today’s churches. We do not want to study. 

We do not want to  practice. What we want is to perform before 

an audience flawlessly without any effort. 

 We will not grow in Christ without effort. We will not 

remain united without endeavoring to do so. We will not convert 

the lost, edify the saints, or make it to heaven without laboring. 

There is no vacation, coffee break, or retirement from Christiani-

ty. We are always on the clock and our divine Supervisor is al-

ways monitoring us.  

 Our casual demeanor, tolerant viewpoint, and passive 

lifestyle are all simply laziness. We do not want to wake up an 

hour earlier to get to Bible study. We do not want to dress up for 

worship. We do not want to speak up when saints need help. We 

want to drift into heaven, but we won’t!             Ron Roberts  
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         Announcements 

         We rejoice over the addition of 

Shawna Lamar. She placed member-

ship on Sunday (10/1). She is current-

ly living with her mother Tina.          

      Our Gospel meeting with Rusty 

Taylor begins next Sunday (October 

15-20). The meal list is posted and 

fliers are available.  

     Didi is making arrangements with 

the Mooresville library to have an 

ongoing “Meet up” study of Acts. We 

hope members will join in and take 

turns teaching. The hope is to get non

-members to attend and to get to 

know us and Jesus. Didi is going to 

present the details when all is set for 

the end of the month. 

   We rejoice over two baptisms that 

have been brought to us by the Plain-

field West congregation. God bless 

them in their good work. 

           

     



We Need To Be Blameless        
Ron Roberts 

 “So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall confirm you unto the end, that ye may be 

blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 1:7-8). 

 Three descriptions are given for one time in this text. Paul refers 

to the coming of our Lord, the end, and the day of our Lord. These three 

phrases all refer to final judgment. When Jesus returns on that set day it 

will be the end of all things physical.  

 At that time we need to be blameless. We cannot be harboring 

any sins at that time. The word is also translated “unreproveable” in 

Col. 1:22. It says we are to be presented holy, unblameable, and unre-

proveable in His sight. The key phrase is in His sight. God needs to view 

us as blameless. He knows the sincerity of our repentance, the genuine-

ness of our faith, and the intentions of our heart. He knows if we are 

blameless or hiding a secret sin from men. He knows if we are coast-

ing or have quit in His service altogether. 

 The idea of the term is that we cannot be justifiably accused. No 

accusation against us can be substantiated. When the term is used for 

qualifying as an elder or deacon (Titus 1:6-7, 1 Tim. 3:10) it does not 

mean they have never sinned, but that we have been forgiven. There is 

no active sin in our lives. This must be our status at judgment. 

 The Philippians were told to be blameless in the midst of a 

crooked nation (Phil. 2:15). Here they are being instructed to be pure 

before the eyes of men. They needed to shine as God’s light on their sin-

ful surroundings so others might be converted. Part of being blameless 

before God in the end is being blameless before men before the end. 

 Many Christians begin their walk with Christ with zeal. They 

want to please God above all things. In time, however, some of these 

saints lose interest in eternity. They get bored with worship. They get 
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discouraged with sacrifices. The slip back into the world and are no 

longer acceptable to God even if the congregation has not yet identified 

their sin and withdrawn from them. 

 When Paul urges Christians to be blameless at the end he is en-

couraging us to stay faithful. He made this plea to the Corinthians and 

Colossians. He also said it to the Thessalonians.  

 1 Thes. 5:23: And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; 

and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 

blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 Paul implies by the word “preserved” that they were blameless 

at the time of the letter. His concern was they might be kept in that con-

dition until the Lord returned.  We often teach against the error of the 

“once saved always saved” doctrine. This is the concept the denomina-

tions have that they can never be lost once they have believed. Of 

course, in reality they are not once saved when they stop at belief. But 

we need to remember that when we are saved once at baptism that salva-

tion is not guaranteed for life. We can fall from grace before the final 

day of judgment. We need to continue on in Christ’s service. 

 Peter also urges us to remain faithful in his final epistle. 2 Peter 

3:14 says, “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be 

diligent that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and blame-

less.” The things they were looking for refers to the coming of the Lord 

(12), the melting of this world (10-11), and the condemnation of the 

scoffers who denied his return (3-9). 

 Realizing these events will occur, the saints need to exert maxi-

mum effort (be diligent) to stay faithful. Notice they want to be found of 

Him in the right position. They were not concerned with man’s opinion 

of them. They should not be concerned with the brotherhood’s perspec-

tive. We want to be found of Him in peace, without spot and blameless. 

We can only be found in peace (with Him) if we are at odds with the 

devil and all his sins. Remain faithful to the end, brethren. 


