
 I suspect the reason was because of the great swing in 

events. Like riding a roller coaster, he was on top of the world 

when the fire was lit, the people responded, the prophets were 

exterminated, and the rain came pouring down. He had great 

hope that this was the end of the foolishness of idol worship. 

 When Jezebel spouted off, Ahab backed down, the people 

deserted, and the effort was forgotten. Elijah felt discouraged. 

The roller coaster came rushing down. We have all been there: a 

job promotion falls through, a relationship fails, or a potential 

convert turns back to his denomination. We feel beaten. We ask 

ourselves, “What’s the use? What good does it do?” And we just 

want to give up. 

 God encouraged Elijah by telling him he was not alone. 

Although no one had shown up he was not the only faithful one 

left (18). He also assigned tasks to the prophet. He was to appoint 

another prophet in his place (16). Although he would go to his 

reward the work was not yet done. He was also to anoint a new 

king over Syria, Israel’s nemesis (15). This showed that God was 

not content with Ahab’s behavior.  Elijah was also assigned to 

anoint a new king over Israel (16). This would reveal to the 

prophet that the reign of Ahab was coming to an end. 

 When we get discouraged thinking we are all alone, that 

our efforts are useless, or that God is not out there; then we need 

to get back to reality. God is real and He is in charge. Doing the 

will of God is always profitable, even if it is not immediately evi-

dent. We never walk alone, as the old song says. God is with us 

and so are His faithful servants. Let us get busy doing what the 

Bible says and we will receive our future reward. The just God 

will take care of those who trouble us in His own time. 
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Announcements 

     John Russell had gall bladder sur-

gery on New Years day. He was at 

the hospital in Danville with family 

by his side. All went well. 

    We urge all parents to get their 

children here for Bible study. It hurts 

them and the teachers who have pre-

pared so much when they are not in 

attendance. Classes meet on Sunday 

morning at 9:30 and Wednesday 

evening at 7:00. Be there both times, 

and arrive on time to get the most out 

of the lessons that are taught.    

     Next week will be our business 

meeting and ladies’ class at 3:45. 

Make your plans to be there. 

     Remember those who are sick 

among us: Jill, Mary, Dewey, and 

John. Also do not forget about our 

shut-ins and others who are facing 

loneliness during the winter season.  



The Carmel Contest                     
Ron Roberts 

 One of the most definitive displays of the power of God is found 

in 1 Kings 18:19-39 at the Mount Carmel contest. During the period of 

the divided kingdom, northern Israel was ruled by Ahab and his shame-

less wife, Jezebel. The people would not stand up for God but allowed 

the influence of Baal worship to dominate the land. Baal was a god of 

fertility. He would be credited for good crops and prayed to for aid if the 

conditions for produce was unfavorable.  

 Prior to our reading, Elijah had foretold there would be no rain 

until he said otherwise. For three and one half years no rain fell on Isra-

el. No appeal to Baal made any difference. The true God had withheld 

the rain and there was not anything a manmade god could do about it. 

This situation could have influenced some to reject Baal, but it could 

also have resulted is some rejecting God. The physical drought did not 

make it clear as to who was in charge. You could believe Elijah or you 

could submit to Jezebel. The contest was designed to solidify the truth 

of who was God and who was nothing. 

 God had promised His prophet that the rain would return, but 

before He would bring it He wanted everyone to know who was provid-

ing the weather change. Elijah had called for all the prophets of Baal to 

come to Mount Carmel for a contest. Elijah and the false prophets would 

both arrange a sacrifice, but neither of them would light it. They would 

each pray for the fire. If God or Baal ignited the sacrifice then the peo-

ple would accept him as real. The contest was designed to sway the peo-

ple who were uncommitted (1 Kings 18:21). 

 Four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal began the contest (22). 

They started calling on Baal in the morning and went until noon (26). 

They called, leaped, and cut themselves to arouse Baal’s attention, but 

they received no response. Elijah began poking fun at them. This might 

have infuriated a real god, but Baal was nothing (26-29). 

 

God’s turn to show them who He was. The prophet set up the altar, the 

wood, and the bull for sacrifice. But it was too easy for God to simply 

light the fire. God wanted to make an impression the people would not 

soon forget. Elijah had the men fill four barrels of water and pour them 

over the wood and the sacrifice (33). He had them do it a second and 

third time as well (34

 

offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and 

said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day 

that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have 

done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this 

people may know that thou are the LORD God, and that thou has 

turned their heart back again.”

 

also the wood, the water, the dust, and the stones of the altar (38). The 

uncommitted people finally acknowledged, 

God” 

lowed was clearly from God (40

 

Ahab saw Elijah for the first time after the drought he said that Elijah 

was troubling Israel (17). He did not see the rain was withheld by a 

righteous God in response to a wicked king and queen. People will find 

ways to twist truth, to excuse themselves, and to blame others. The con-

test made it clear as to who was God and who was His prophet. There 

was no room to misrepresent the facts. All that was left was to obey or 

reject the clear truth.

 

eb

alone. There were no people willing to overthrow the queen or to resist 

her decree. We sometimes wonder why Elijah became so discouraged 

and did not face Jezebel himself?

 

 At the time of the evening sacrifice Elijah determined it was 

God’s turn to show them who He was. The prophet set up the altar, the 

wood, and the bull for sacrifice. But it was too easy for God to simply 

light the fire. God wanted to make an impression the people would not 

soon forget. Elijah had the men fill four barrels of water and pour them 

over the wood and the sacrifice (33). He had them do it a second and 

third time as well (34-35). The sacrifice was drenched. 

 1 Kings 18:36–37 says, “And it came to pass at the time of the 

offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and 

said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day 

that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have 

done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this 

people may know that thou are the LORD God, and that thou has 

turned their heart back again.” 

 God sent forth a fire that consumed  not only the sacrifice, but 

also the wood, the water, the dust, and the stones of the altar (38). The 

uncommitted people finally acknowledged, “The LORD, he is the 

God” (39). The prophets of Baal were executed and the rain that fol-

lowed was clearly from God (40-46).  

 The drought could have been interpreted different ways. When 

Ahab saw Elijah for the first time after the drought he said that Elijah 

was troubling Israel (17). He did not see the rain was withheld by a 

righteous God in response to a wicked king and queen. People will find 

ways to twist truth, to excuse themselves, and to blame others. The con-

test made it clear as to who was God and who was His prophet. There 

was no room to misrepresent the facts. All that was left was to obey or 

reject the clear truth. 

 Ahab and the people’s faith only lasted as long as it took for Jez-

ebel to hear of the event. She threatened the prophet’s life, and he fled 

alone. There were no people willing to overthrow the queen or to resist 

her decree. We sometimes wonder why Elijah became so discouraged 

and did not face Jezebel himself? 


