
They could contend there was some mistake and the girl had not 

actually died yet. The Scriptures tell us the mourners were al-

ready gathered when Jesus arrived. When the Master said the girl 

slept they ridiculed Him. They knew she was dead. But death is 

just a temporary sleep when you consider the power of God. Je-

sus brought life back to her and proved His power to her parents 

and His disciples (Mk. 5:22-43). 

 Another resurrection involved a boy who was dead long 

enough that he was in the funeral procession on his way to be 

buried (Lk. 7:11-15). I do not know if they had any embalming 

techniques in Jesus’ day, but if they did He reversed them all in 

His miracle. Of course this miracle was obviously not a mistaken 

notion of death of the young man. 

 The most memorable miracle was that of Lazarus in John 

11. When Jesus arrived at the tomb his friend had been dead for 

four days. The decomposition of the body would likely have 

started. Jesus called the spirit back into the body. He started the 

blood flowing, the heart beating, and the mind working. Lazarus 

was restored with sufficient strength to come out of the tomb. 

Others moved the stone before the command to come forth was 

given. Lazarus was loosed from the grave clothes and loosed 

from the power of death. This miracle was so obvious that the 

Pharisees desired to kill Lazarus as well as Jesus (Jn. 12:10). 

 The Bible often refers to the dead as sleeping. Jesus said 

this about Lazarus (Jn. 11:11-14) and the girl (Mk. 5:39). Paul 

said it about dead saints in 1 Thes. 4:14-15. When we can’t be-

lieve our loved one is really gone, fear not. If they were Chris-

tians when they died then they are only sleeping. They will be 

awakened by our Lord on the last day.  
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Announcements 

     Dewey is home now. We pray he 

will recover quickly.  

    Check out our website at moores-

villecoc.com.  

     Check the bulletin board for Gos-

pel meetings in our area. 

     Ron’s mother died on Saturday 

night (Nov. 12). Her funeral was in 

Kankakee, Il. on Wednesday. Thank 

you for all the well wishes. 

    Didi, Caroline, and Adeline are in 

Florida for Thanksgiving. Didi will 

begin teaching the Sunday morning 

adult Bible class when they return. 

    We had a good number of guests 

from West Side last Sunday morning. 

We appreciated their attendance and 

anticipate some may be back today to 

hear the second half of the AD 70 ser-

mon. We thank them and all our visi-

tors for attending with us. 



“I Can’t Believe He’s Really Gone” 
Ron Roberts 

 Frequently at a funeral someone will say, “I can’t believe he’s 

really gone.” This is a statement of grief not denial. People should not 

pull out a death certificate, coroner’s report, or jostle the coffin to prove 

to the speaker that the departed is really dead. The person’s statement 

means their life was so tied to the departed that they cannot imagine 

their life going on without him. How could one of us be dead and the 

other still alive. It is hard to comprehend this level of grief if you have 

not experienced it for yourself. 

 However, there are people who literally mean they cannot be-

lieve in someone’s death. The naturalist denies the death of anyone 

who was resurrected in the Bible. They deny all the miracles. They seek 

a “natural” explanation for all the miracles of the Bible. 

 The term “miracle” is overused in our culture. If one team beats 

another it is a miracle. If one candidate is elected it’s a miracle. If one 

recovers from his illness it’s a miracle. Actually a miracle is something 

that defies natural law. Jesus defied gravity when He ascended into the 

clouds. Moses defied the natural flow of water when he parted the Red 

Sea. God defied the natural course of the solar bodies when He covered 

the body of Jesus with darkness from noon to 3:00 while our Lord was 

on the cross. These events have no natural explanation. 

 They ask, “Did Jesus really die on the cross?” The naturalist pro-

poses “The Swoon Theory”. This theory states that Jesus did not die on 

the cross, but merely fainted. After He was placed in the tomb He re-

vived and walked out. This is their explanation for the resurrection and 

the empty tomb. But what does the evidence say? 

 Jesus underwent extreme torture. He lost blood in the garden 

when he prayed. He was abused by the soldiers of the priests, Herod, 

and Pilate. He had a crown of thorns pierce His head. He was scourged 

with a whip. He was so weakened when He was given the cross that a  

man named Simon was commanded to carry the cross for Him. He was 

nailed to a cross. He was pierced with a spear. It is obvious that He 

could have died from such treatment. But did He, or did He just faint?

 

that surrounded Him in order to get out. Remember Lazarus needed 

someone to unwrap him from similar burial clothes (Jn. 11:44). Jesus 

would have had to move the stone up an incline to escape. This stone 

was sufficiently heavy that a number of women wondered who would 

help them move it (Mk. 16:3). It was heavy and sealed. Jesus would 

have had to move the stone without alerting the guards who watched 

the tomb (Matt. 27:62

 

mistaken. These men who often crucified victims could not tell the dif-

ference between the dead and the fainted. They broke the legs of the 

criminals next to Jesus to speed up their deaths (Jn. 19:32). The cruci-

fied body dies by suffocation. When the legs are broken the dying per-

son cannot push his body up to take in oxygen. When they came to Jesus 

they observed He was already dead (Jn. 19:33

been used to insure the death. The blood and water flowing from His 

body was proof His heart was broken. The soldiers knew He was dead.

 

Pilate asked for confirmation of His death. Mk. 15:44 says, 

marveled if he were already dead: and calling unto him the centurion, 

he asked him whether he had been any while dead.”  

wrong, the centurion was wrong, and Joseph was wrong. He took Jesus 

from the cross to bury Him, and did not notice He was not dead yet. He 

handled the body without noticing the breath was still in it. He wrapped 

Him in grave clothes and buried Him alive! All the women who assisted 

also failed to notice, as did Nicodemus. What a preposterous notion. 

 

miracles are recorded for us in the Gospels. He raised a young girl who 

had died very recently. This would be the easiest resurrection to refute.

 

man named Simon was commanded to carry the cross for Him. He was 

nailed to a cross. He was pierced with a spear. It is obvious that He 

could have died from such treatment. But did He, or did He just faint? 

 If He fainted then this bludgeoned man untied the wrappings 

that surrounded Him in order to get out. Remember Lazarus needed 

someone to unwrap him from similar burial clothes (Jn. 11:44). Jesus 

would have had to move the stone up an incline to escape. This stone 

was sufficiently heavy that a number of women wondered who would 

help them move it (Mk. 16:3). It was heavy and sealed. Jesus would 

have had to move the stone without alerting the guards who watched 

the tomb (Matt. 27:62-66). Quite a task for a man in His condition. 

 If Jesus was not really dead then all the Roman soldiers were 

mistaken. These men who often crucified victims could not tell the dif-

ference between the dead and the fainted. They broke the legs of the 

criminals next to Jesus to speed up their deaths (Jn. 19:32). The cruci-

fied body dies by suffocation. When the legs are broken the dying per-

son cannot push his body up to take in oxygen. When they came to Jesus 

they observed He was already dead (Jn. 19:33-34). The spear may have 

been used to insure the death. The blood and water flowing from His 

body was proof His heart was broken. The soldiers knew He was dead. 

 When Joseph of Arimathaea came to ask for the body of Jesus 

Pilate asked for confirmation of His death. Mk. 15:44 says, “And Pilate 

marveled if he were already dead: and calling unto him the centurion, 

he asked him whether he had been any while dead.”  So, Pilate was 

wrong, the centurion was wrong, and Joseph was wrong. He took Jesus 

from the cross to bury Him, and did not notice He was not dead yet. He 

handled the body without noticing the breath was still in it. He wrapped 

Him in grave clothes and buried Him alive! All the women who assisted 

also failed to notice, as did Nicodemus. What a preposterous notion.  

 While on earth Jesus raised people from the dead. Three of these 

miracles are recorded for us in the Gospels. He raised a young girl who 

had died very recently. This would be the easiest resurrection to refute. 


