
 When I was in high school I spent the day with my best 

friend Dave. He was the boy who led me to Christ. We were go-

ing to go to worship when his mom stopped us. Dave was wear-

ing bib overhauls. “Y ou can’t go to church in that!” his mother 

said in disbelief. “Y ou are scheduled to stand before the congre-

gation and do the Bible reading!” Dave debated the idea with 

her for a moment and then went upstairs to change. Dave worked 

in a men’s clothing store and had a tremendous amount of dress 

clothes. He just did not feel it mattered, but his mom said she 

would die of embarrassment if he did not change his clothes. 

 Maybe such conversations do not go on anymore. Maybe 

parents are just as thoughtless in their dress as their children are. 

We have seen young people stand before the church to assist at 

the Lord’s Supper in T shirts that advertised something and short 

pants. Are these garments distracting the members from focusing 

on the Lord’s death (1 Cor. 11:26-29)? Do they reflect the sol-

emnness of the situation and the appropriate amount of thought? 

I knew a youth who came to Wednesday night Bible study in a 

baseball uniform. He left the game before it was completed to get 

to services on time. I admire his priorities and his parents’, but I 

would prefer someone else stand before the congregation on such 

occasions and so would he.  

 It may be that you have never thought about how you 

should dress for worship. We hope you will think about it from 

now on. We are not imposing a dress code of tie and jacket on all  

men, but are saying you need to dress in a way that shows you 

see the importance of the occasion. We do not want to distract. 

We do not want to be irreverent. We do not want to discourage 

our brethren. We want to wear “our Sunday best” at worship. 
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Announcements 

     Lesson books have been ordered 

for the next quarter (Jan.– March). 

Why not resolve to get your children 

to Bible class from this week on,   

instead of waiting until next year? 

    Daily Bible reading schedules for 

2017 have been printed up and are 

available on the back table. 

    Tonight is our monthly singing 

night. See you at 5:00. 

    Our quarterly singing will be at 

7:00 on this Friday, Dec. 2. Come and 

sing praise to God with our visitors. 

    The next quarter’s singing is 

planned for March 10. 

    Remember the shut-ins in your 

prayers and visits. The holidays can 

be especially lonely for people who 

are not healthy enough to travel. In-

clude them in your schedule. They 

are our spiritual family. 



“Our Sunday Best”                            
Ron Roberts 

 When I was a child we had a phrase that referred to our better 

clothing. We always called it “our Sunday best”.  Others called it your 

“Sunday go to meeting clothes”. These terms reflected the attitude of 

that generation. They saw the Sunday meeting as an important event and  

believed they should dress appropriately for it. The attitude seems quite 

different today. Some dress so casually you would never suspect they 

were going to worship services. Some older people view this dress as 

disrespectful and some younger people see “dressing up” as a tradition 

old folks want to bind on them. The subject is touchy to say the least. 

 James 2:1-4 speaks of two people coming to the assembly. One 

is decked out in very expensive clothing while the other is in rags. The 

members show honor to the finely dressed man and treat shamefully the 

one who is dressed poorly. James condemns this partiality. He is not 

commenting on the dress except as evidence of the wealth or poverty of 

the visitors. But I have heard people say, “those who dress up are only 

showing off their wealth”. They also claim they do not have such nice 

clothes and want to know if they should stay home because of the “dress 

code”! I know I risk this kind of unfavorable reaction to this article, but 

I hope you will see the need for us to consider some things. 

 As is the case with most issues this involves our attitude. Do we 

look at the worship service as an insignificant activity? Do we feel our 

dress reveals our attitude? Do we understand that our dress encourages 

others to dress in the same way? Do we know that we are influenced to 

be more casual about our worship by the way we dress? If I wear the 

same lounging clothes in my recliner that I wear in the pew then I am 

prompting myself to relax instead of pay attention in worship.  

 Let’s start with a basic premise. Does God deserve our best? The 

answer should be obvious. When the Jews offered substandard sacrifices 

in Malachi 1:13-14 they were condemned. In Proverbs 3:9 we read,  

“Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all 

thine increase:” 

 

heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a 

cheerful giver.” 

another

fore we give. Should we not also make an effort to evaluate our cloth-

ing before we dress for worship? Would you be so thoughtless about 

dressing for a date, a job interview, or a wedding? Worshipping God is 

the most important thing we will do in any week. Why would we not 

dress appropriately for such an important activity? 

 

folks pushing their traditions on the younger? God told Moses in Ex. 

28:2, 

glory and for beauty.” 

to engage in worship. 

 

were ashamed of their nakedness and hid from God (Gen. 3:7

right for us to parade our nakedness at worship services before Him and 

our brethren? Some women wear plunging necklines, rising hemlines, 

and form fitting fashions. Does God care? He made coats to cover the 

flesh of Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:21). I think He cares.

 

were not to draw attention to themselves. The same thought is found in 1 

Peter 3:3

orderly 

our flesh, look well together, and be appropriate to the occasion for 

which they are being worn.

 

gathering without a wedding garment. When he had no explanation he 

was cast out (Matt. 22:11

we should have when attending important events.

 

“Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all 

thine increase:” God should get our best effort in all areas.                   

 2 Cor. 9:7 says, “Every man according as he purposeth in his 

heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a 

cheerful giver.” The word “purposeth”  means to choose one before 

another. The idea is that an evaluation and decision has been made be-

fore we give. Should we not also make an effort to evaluate our cloth-

ing before we dress for worship? Would you be so thoughtless about 

dressing for a date, a job interview, or a wedding? Worshipping God is 

the most important thing we will do in any week. Why would we not 

dress appropriately for such an important activity?  

 Does God care anything about our dress? Or is this just the old 

folks pushing their traditions on the younger? God told Moses in Ex. 

28:2, “And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother for 

glory and for beauty.” The high priest was required to dress properly 

to engage in worship.  

 Adam and Eve dressed in fig leaf aprons after they sinned. They 

were ashamed of their nakedness and hid from God (Gen. 3:7-8). Is it 

right for us to parade our nakedness at worship services before Him and 

our brethren? Some women wear plunging necklines, rising hemlines, 

and form fitting fashions. Does God care? He made coats to cover the 

flesh of Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:21). I think He cares. 

 In 1 Timothy 2:9-10 women are told to dress modestly. They 

were not to draw attention to themselves. The same thought is found in 1 

Peter 3:3-4. The Greek word for modest is “kosmios”. It refers to being 

orderly or well arranged like God’s creation. Our garments are to cover 

our flesh, look well together, and be appropriate to the occasion for 

which they are being worn. 

 Jesus tells a parable of a wedding feast. One man came to the 

gathering without a wedding garment. When he had no explanation he 

was cast out (Matt. 22:11-13). There is an appropriate dress and attitude 

we should have when attending important events. 


